SISTER CLUB 


ee 
Be 


202%: 


fie CARRIER. ». +. 


Published Monthly by the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


= | semapr isl RAV ALLL Ge ee ee eee 
MDARC FIELD DAY CALL W6CX 2M REPEATER W6CX/R 220 REPEATER W6CX/R MEMORIAL CALL SIGN W6LOW 
VOLUME XXXII/ SEPTEMBER 1985 ISSUE NO. 9 
CLUB CALENDAR MEETING NOTICE 
This month's meeting will be held at 
20 September MDARC General Meeting The Grace a ch 
23 September MDARC Board Meetin per her ey = . 
Place to be announced -b. at OU PP. 
The guest speaker for the month of September 
NETS will be Ted Harris (N6II1U) who will speak to 
"Let's get a little action going” uS about PACKET radio and SURPRIZE he is 
MDARC GENERAL NET ? bringing a guest speaker. Also Rod Stafford 
Thursdays 7:30 P.M. 147.66/06 (KB6ZV) will be here, he is running for ARRL 
Emergency NET is 146.43 Simplex 7 P.M. Pacific Division Director. Boy this is one 
then QSY to 7.735 after roll call Thurs. meeting you won't want to miss. More about 
Parky NET Speakers inside. 


Every night 3895 +- QRM 10 PM. 
NCN/ VHF 145.49MHZ 7:30 PM. 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group of the MDARC meets 
CCRA NET Mon. 7:35 P.M. 147.735 


every two months to welcome new members and 
refresh ideas with oldmembers. 
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By the time this edition of the CARRIER 
gets delivered, summer will be all but over. | 
feel good about all the projects | got 
completed but | still have some work to do on 
the station and antennas. A new lawn in 
front, complete with sprinkler system, and a 
new deck in back will make living much more 
enjoyable around the QTH. | did get one of the 
450 rigs working and the other is on the 
bench. Getting the OSCAR antennas up is the 
only major project left to do. 

| wanted to comment on the guest speakers 
which Scott our Vice-President has presented 
for our editfication and enjoyment. The range 
of subjects covered and the high level of 
positive response from the Club members has 
greatly enhanced the meetings this year. | 
want to let him know that | personally 
appreciate his efforts. This month, PACKET 
radio will be covered and | really look 
foreward to hearing more about this new 
mode of communication. It will be, or is, the 
state of the art in modern communications - 
one in which | intend to participate soon. 

For those of you who have not been to one 
of the meetings recently, you have missed 
some very interesting topics. The good thing 
is that it is not too late to rectify the 
situation. With PACKET radio on tap for this 
month, the Auction in October, and Guy 
Corynen speaking on “Star Wars” in November, 
the rest of the year should prove to be very 
interesting. | ask all of you to make a special 
effort to attend the meetings. 

As the year ends it comes time to think 
about nominations for Club officers for next 
year. Don (WB6TEE), Jay (KT6Y), and | will be 
twisting arms, soliciting “volunteers”, and, In 
general, formulating a slate of people for you 
to elect at the November meeting. If anyone 
wants to run for any Club office, please 


contact one of the three of us and we will 
make sure that your name is placed on the 
ballot. This Club does not run by itself. It 
takes warm bodies and effort to make this 


Club a success. Join in the election process 
and give the new officers all the support you 
Can spare. 


73 for now... 
de Rick 


MDARC Board Meeting 


The Board meeting was held at the home of 
Club Vice-President Scott Miles. It was 
called to order at 7:30 by Rick Barber. Board 
members present were Jay Caldis (KT6Y), 
Scott Miles (WB6PQM), Dee Barber (N6EJU), 
and Rick Barber (WB6EZI). Jim House 
(KA6I VF), Membership Chairman was present. 
OLD BUSINESS: M/M/S/P that a donation will 
be made in the name of the Club to the Heart 
Fund in memory of Patty Boyd and Bill 
Mumford. 
The Club roster should be available for 
printing by the September meeting according 
to Jim House. 
NEW BUSINESS: A discussion of the Auction 
Chairman and the guest speakers for the 
coming meetings followed. 
The Nominating Committee members were 
chosen. They will be Rick Barber, Jay Caldis, 
and Don Petty. 
Scott will do the follow up work on the Club 
history. 
M/M/S/P that the minutes of the Repeater 
Group will be published in the CARRIER. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Dee Barber, NOEJU, 


Mary Bradshaw (N6KLM) has a new call, she is 
now (WI6Y). 


MDARC General Meeting 


August 16, 1985 

Meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by 
Club President Rick Barber (WB6E71). 
VISITORS were introduced and welcomed to 
the meeting. Minutes were approved as 
printed in the CARRIER. 

QLD BUSINESS: Jim House reported that the 
Directory was near completion and should be 
available to be printed in September. 

Hank Berriman (W6ZHY) was introduced as the 
Club E.C. to take over from Jim House who had 
been acting as interm £.C. after the 
resignation of Guy Corynen. 

Parky asked about his suggestion for a 
donation in the memory of Patty Boyd and Bill 
Mumford. He was informed that the Board 
would take up this matter at the Board 
meeting on Monday night. 

OFFICERS REPORTS: Scott Miles announced the 
guest speakers for the September meeting. 
They will be Rod Stafford (KB62V), who is 
running for the office of ARRL Pacific 
Division Director, and Ted Harris (N6IIU) who 
will speak to us on PACKET Radio. 

There was no Treasurers report this month. 
NEW BUSINESS: Scott reported that there 
would be no Club participation in the Walnut 
Festival this year due to a lack of a volunteer 
to attend the Festival meetings. 

Vicki Zumwalt told the group of an upcoming 
Bay Cruise which will be held on September 
28th. 

After recessing to coffee and cookies, the 
group heard a talk by the guest speaker, Vic 
Cassman, who gave a very interesting talk on 
power transmission. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 


Respectfully Submitted by 
Dee Barber, N6EJU, Secretary 


Ham Radio Outlet 
999 Howard Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
(415) 342-5757 


28Il Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 451-5757 
Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM Monday—Saturday 


KENWOOD 
BiG VALUE COMBINATION 


KENWOOD TW-40Q00A 
FM “DUAL BANDER” 
2M and 70cm 
ina single package! 


BUY a TW-4000A for $599.95 
and receive FREE 
A $124.85 VALUE! 


VS- | Voice synthesizer 


TU-4C Tone generator 


MA~4000 Dua-band mobile antenna 


BME 


US. Tower (formerly Tristao Towers) 


MA-40 40° Tubular crank-up $549.95 
MA-550 SS’ Tubular crank~up $899 95 


are fh 


W-S1 St’ Heavy duty $899.95 
LM-354 51‘ Heavy duty $1,599.95 


ICOM Specials : 

Reg. Sale 

$799.95 $629.95 
499.00 fan Beh) 


IC-R71A Receiver 
IC-37A 220 MHz 


OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS HAM RADIO! 


HAM RADIO OUTLET SPORES 
HAVE THE T ARGEST 
AMATEUR RADIO INVENTORY 
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


RACES/ARES 


On Saturday, July 27 a most interesting 
meeting was held in Lafayette; at the new 
Emergency Center, the Lafayette Police 
Station. City Officials discussed the new set 
up there with their emergency response 
people. The RACES group led by Joe, WA6DQN 
with support from Dwayne, W6LKE made their 
needs known with the result that a 
Communications Center will be established 
adjacent to the Conference Room which would 
become the emergency center whenever a need 
arose. The city will be providing antennas as 
well as operator positions and a connection 
with County OES. 

Incidentally, the new Concord Emergency 
Center will be tested shortly and while the 
date is not yet set, they expect to have a 
Simulated Emergency Test (SET) involving 
many Amateur Radio Operators. Tune in to the 
Thursday night Emergency Net for details as 
they become known. 

The month of July ‘85 will surely be 
remembered aS a “Hot One”. Contra Costa 
Hams were busy and assisted Fire Fighters all 
over the Bay Area. The Lexington Fire (Santa 
Clara) county involved several of our 
California Division of Forestry V.1.P.s who 
actually traveled to the site near Los Gatos to 
help out. | am sorry | do not have a complete 
list of these good Hams but will mention it in 
our next article. Then there was the “Red Flag 
Patrols” on the 4th of July. Again our VIP's 
were there to report several incidents right 
here in CC.Co. With W6CPO and KAG6IVF 
manning the control station at Consolidated 
Fire Hda. and WA6ZFZ in East Co. and N6DRT in 
West Co. directing patrols, eleven seperate 
routes were covered by the following 
Volunteers: 

Marsh Creek Rd. N6EEQ 

Contra Loma WB6EZI, N6KLS, N6URK 
Crocket W6ZHY, N6LDJ, KT6Xx 
Alhambra Valley WD6GDG, W6QEN 
Franklin Canyon K6LXW, WA6CIE 


Wildcat Canyon KA6SOC 
South County WD6G6 
Bear Creek Rd. 1 WA6DQN 
Bear Creek Rd. 2 N6EEG, KA6OLK 
Redwood #1 NI6A, WA6ZFV 
Redwood #2 N6LFW (& XYL) 

73 Hank W6ZHY 


OOPS!!! 


(from the executive asst. This article was to 
be in the August issue but was lost in the 
silent world of Mac. Sorry about that.) 


TALL SHIP IN BENICIA? 
by Rick Barber ,(WB6EZI) 


| was recently contacted by Mr. Tom LeVell 
who is the Executive Director, Young America 
({deas!). He is involved in a well-planned and 
organized project to build areplica of a tall 
ship, the Lurline, and base it in Benicia. The 
location is still in question because of 
certain jegal problems however he has 
wide-based financial support for the project. 
The ship will be a 135 ft. Brigantine rig and 
will sail around the world training young 
people and introducing them to the world of 
sailing tall ships. 

Mr. Le Vell contacted Guy Corynen who 
suggested that he talk to me regarding the 
project. it is Tom's idea to place a ham radio 
station aboard the vessel and to hold classes 
in amateur radio as part of the regular 
instruction which the kids will be receiving. 
Guy has pledged the support of the training 
group of the Club and | told him that | was 
sure that he could count on support from many 
of the Club members in this effort. Tom is 
even thinking of putting in a _ satelite 
transmission facility to transmit video tapes 
of the group's adventures. Channel 9 has 
offered to air documentaries about the 
travels and project. 

These are about all the details of this 
project at the present time. Guy and | will be 
meeting with Tom in the near future and | 
will keep the Club advised of any future 


— developments. 


ROCKY RIDGE REPEATER GROUP MINUTES 


The next meeting of the RRRG will be held 
on Wednesday, October 2, 1985 at the 
Thurman Casey Library. Due to the demand for 
the room, some flexibility with regard to 
dates of future meetings will have to be 
exercised. A modification to our autopatch 
phone lines may be made in the near future in 
the interest of saving money. The two meter 
patch has been operational for some time. 
Group members can use the two meter patch 
using the appropriate codes. Contact steering 
committee members for information. Control 
operators are Bob Dahl, Rick Barber, Jay 
Caldis, Don Smith, Don Petty, and Guy Corynen. 

Paul Parker resigned as Chairman of the 
Technical Committee. Rick Barber was 
appointed to replace him for the remainder of 
his term. Additional codes were given out to 
the membership in order to make the 
controller more useful to the RRRG members. 
Future meeting dates for both the RRRG and 
MDARC will be able to be called up at will. 

A work party for the machines will be held 
on September 22 to repair, modify, and 
“tweak” both machines and antennas. Rick 
told the group that a commercial two meter 
repeater has been made available to him. 
Although he does not have the machine in his 
hands as yet, he has committed for the 
purchase. After going through the machine 
and changing it over to our frequency we will 
put it on the hill for checking. Our current 
repeater will be brought down for major 
overhaul and the new repeater will then be 
operational. When the new repeater is 
thoroughly checked out and acceptable to the 
technical group, Rick has agreed to sell the 
machine to the RRRG at his cost. The old 
machine will be retained as a backup. 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 


NOW CARRYING 


YAESU PRODUCTS 


AT 


VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 


CALIFORNIA'S NEWEST AUTHORIZED 


YAESU DEALERSHIP 


The Base Station 


2101 Pacheco St. Concord, CA 94520 
(415) 685-7388 


Renewing 


All renewals and change of addresses go to 
the Membership Chairman and NOT the Editor! 


ARRL MEMBERSHIPS 


Don't forget to renew your ARRL membership . 
through the Club. Send us the card and money. 
We foreward to the ARRL and get to keep 
$2:00. 


BOATWRIGHT'S BRAINCHILD 


This is a warning to all amateur radio 
operators who live in the 7th Senate District 
of California. Senator Dan Boatwright’s 
summer 1985 newsletter contains an article 
which whould be near and dear to the heart of 
all hams living in the Bay Area. 

senator Boatwright has requested that 
voter-approved funds be set aside to purchase 
and add to our state park system 853 acres of 
land on the southeast side of Mt. Diablo. This 
land lies directly in the path of residential 
growth. So far so good. He continues to state 
that he has also requested that “we move 
quickly to consolidate the unsightly 
communication towers on the mountain's 
North Peak and summit.” 

Now this is going a bit too far, at least in 
my estimation! Not only do | think that the 
towers are NOT unsightly but | KNOW that 
they provide a service for police and fire 
agencies as well as for businesses and ham 
radio operators. Many of these agencies 
require the communications capabilities 
which a high-level site provides. State and 
Federal agencies (CHP, CDF, FBI, etc.. etc.) 
need the site for reliable communication 
Capabilities. We, as hams, cannot provide a 
high level of service to these agencies 
without our repeater sites on the mountain. 

Now | realize that Mr. Boatwright said 
“consolidate” rather than “remove” but what 
Mr. Boatwright obviously does not know is 
that radio communication facilities cannot be 
crammed into a_ restricted space-like 
sardines in a can, and be expected to work 
reliably and effectively. | would strongly 
urge each and every one of you to contact Mr. 
Boatwright’s office and let him know that you 
do not support this effort. | have contacted 
his office and strongly suggested that he 
confer with a knowledgeable consultant prior 
to pursuing this suggestion. | have also let 
him know that, should he continue with this 
effort, he will no longer have my support at 
the polls. His mailing address is: 


Hon. Dan Boatwright 
1035 Detroit Ave. 
Suite 200 


Concord, CA 94518 
Telephone (415)689- 1973 


de Rick (WB6EZ1I) 


Guest Speaker 


GUEST SPEAKERS for September meeting: The 
first speaker will be Rod Stafford (KB6ZV) 
who is currently the SCM for Santa Clara. He 
is running for the office of ARRL Pacific 
Division Director. He will give us a short talk 
on the ARRL and the future of Amateur Radio. 
Mr. Stafford will be discussing his plans to 
improve our hobby and what he will be doing 
to support us should he be elected. His talk 
should prove to be very interesting and one to 
which we should all pay particular attention. 
MAIN SPEAKER: The topic of our guest speaker 
this month will be PACKET radio. Our speaker. 
Ted Harris (N6IIU), is a recognized expert in 
the field and is in tremendous demand because 
of his expertise. He has given approximately 
twenty talks a month on the subject so his 
talk will be not only useful but informative. 
AS an additional incentive for Club members 
to attend this month's meeting, Mr. Harris 
will be bringing....... 

A_SURPRISE GUEST SPEAKER | | | Steve 
Stewart (N6IA) will accompany Ted to the 
meeting. Steve is the designer of two famous 
ham radio software packages for the 
Commodore 64 computer. Dr. DX and Dr. Q50 
were designed by Steve and work with the 
Commodore computer. He has_ recently 
designed a PACKET terminal program for the 
Commodore computer and will be 
demonstrating it for the EIRST TIME EVER for 
members of the Club. This terminal program 
will be marketed by AEA in the near furture. 
50 there you have it!!! Scott Miles has done 
an outstanding job of obtaining three 
outstanding speakers for this meeting. If you 
miss it you can only blame yourself. Rumor 
has it that Mike Scott will video tape the 
program and air it on the ATV repeater. SEE 


(6) YOU AT THE MEETING. 


LIFETIME GENERAL RADIOTELEPHONE 


Do you hold a First Class, Second Class or 
General Radiotelephone (Commercial) 
Operator license that was issued or renewed 
between January |, 1979, and June 14, 19847 
if you do, you need to take action! 

The FCC is issuing a special lifetime 
commercial General RAdiotelephone Operator 
license certificates during 1985. The 
diploma-type certificate will be discontinued 
December 31, 1985. These free licenses are 
available upon request. You need not wait 
until license expiration to apply. Those who 
do not renew their licenses after this 
program expires will receive a card-form 
renewal instead of the attractive computer 
printed, diploma-size lifetime  jicense 
document. 

Unlike the lifetime certificate, these 
wallet-size cards will bear a restrictive 
endorsement. — pees ee 


Lifetime licenses, however, may be used for 
broadcasting. 

To ~Feceive your ~ lifetime  lcense 
certificate, you must send your request to the 
same FCC field office that issued your last 
license. Include your full name as it appears 
on your license, your date of birth, and your 
license number. Write the words ‘Lifetime 
License” above the Field Office's address. If 
your present license has an endorsement, you 
must submit a copy of that license with your 
request. Enclose a SASE with 39 cent 
postage. If you want your certificate 
delivered unfolded, enclose a 9-1/2°X12° self 
addressed envelope. 


EMERGENCY SERVICES MOVES 
Contra Costa Times 8/27/85 


MARTINEZ - The county Office of emergency 
services has mM ee to temporary 
headquarters during a $1.1 million remode ling 
of its office at 50 Glacier Ws ive. 

Emergency Services Director Cecil 
Williams said the new location is 1320 
Arnold Drive, Suite 160. The office phone 
number - 228-5000 - remains the same. 

When work on the Glacier Drive building is 
completed, the county communication system 
and administration of emergency medical 
services will move in with the emergency 
services office. 

‘In case of a disaster, we won't have to 
duplicate communications,” said Williams. 


“ .. and of course, no ignition GRre. . 
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A.T.V. REPORT 


Tne coming of Labor Day weekend means 
that summer is nearing its end. | hope that 
everyone got their antenna projects taken 
care of or at least made a start on them, its 
no fun climbing towers in winter. I’ve begun 
my first major antenna overhaul in five years, 
it involves cranking down my _ tower, 
re-measuring and securing the KT34XA, 
moving 5S beams (VHF, UHF, ATV) to new 
positions ali on one rotor, placing new 
connectors and tape on everything and then 
putting it all back up into the sky again. The 
neighbors will think they are seeing double 
because as the original tower goes back up a 
second will join it. Im setting up a Rohn 25 
tower that will sport a 4ft dish at roof level 
(}.2 GHZ ATV Transmit), two 2k dishes aimed 
at Weststar 4 22,000 miles out in space (to 
receive NOAA. weather pictures and solar 
activity reports) on top of the tower | will 
place the OSCAR Antennas and a 1.2 GHZ 
vertical so with all this metal in place i hope 
to have a fun winter on Amateur Television. 

summer has been fairly busy for the ATV 
group, the repeater has been removed from the 
hill and is currently undergoing major changes 
that will result in not only a machine with 
more capabilities but one that produces 
better pictures and sound. We are scheduling 


DUAL OUTPUT RPT 


an assault on Mt. Diablo in the coming weeks, 
and hope to spend a full day on the tower 
moving bothe our transmit and receive 
antennas to better locations, and re-routing 
and changing our hardline to feed there new 
positions. 

The new repeater will feature 2 outputs, 
our primary output will be on 1.2 GHZ and a 
secondary (300 watts E.1.R.P.) on 425.25 MHZ. 
The input to the machine will remain on the 
1.2 GHZ band but we will switch to a F. M. 
Format rather than the old AM configuration. 
This is the system in use in England and is 
being used in at least six repeater systems 
with incredible success. 


[AIV RPT 
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Simple ATV Repeate 


The first piece of equipment ordered from 
England nas arrived with the other pieces 
already on the way. These will be assembled 
into the repeater and a series of tests will be 
conducted before the repeater goes back on 
the hill. (target date end of September) We 
are looking into a variety of programming for 
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the upcoming winter months, we will of 
course bring you direct and total coverage of 
upcoming space shuttle missions, we also 
hope to run a large number of documentarys on 
many and varied subjects. We will have some 
“Interesting” Field tests as well as public 
service event coverage. The plan is to 
inaugurate live as well as taped delay 
coverage of various radio Club meetings 
complete with guest speaker segments this 
will allow our handicapped , and indisposed 
members who find it hard to attend meetings 
to participate in the proceedings from the 
comfort of their homes. Memers who are 
otherwise engaged can watch the replay 
Sunday mornings, as they munch down orange 
juice and croissonts. The other benefit of 
broadcasting Club meetings is the added 
audience that is available to a guest speaker, 
Clubs that feature interesting and topical 
guest speakers will be invited to participate 
in this program. Another feature we hope to 
add is at least a once a week newscast that 
will feature Westlink, the WIAW News report. 
Items from local radio groups and Club 
bulletins. This may seem like a rather 
ambitious project, however it can succeed 
with your support. ATV is a whole new 


medium that allows your whole family to 
make some sense out of this strange hobby of 
Ours. 

The ATV group has been active in other 
areas besides repeater work. Joe Campbell 
(KD6DY), Scott Miles (WB6PQM) and myself 
have been experimenting with putting ATV 
equipment aboard aircraft for airborne 
demonstrations, we also have been active 
visiting other radio clubs as guest speakers 
and giving AJT.V. demenstrations to these 


groups . N6HOS, Jim and the Sacramento 
group have been busy doing Airborne demos 
for the CHP, OES, and of course various 
RACES/ARES groups. 

For those of you wondering whats involved 
to get on ATV and how it works we Nave 
included some block diagrams for those of you 
who would like to try A.T.V. for a week or so 
Joe Campbell has a complete receive only 
system available on a loan basis you can call 
him at 939-6567 for more details. (thanks 
Joe) 

Thats it for this month. Hope to have you 
all on ATV soon 


73'S for now Mike Scott N6607Z 
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“| DID clean up my desk . . . two years ago, just before | 
picked up that call from Russia.” 


ham radio 


‘ dgsy 


: oe NEWT Bayo ATU S Ja quay 
z .. 2 POUEYI/S aN Busan Puas as. 


SSO1D pay UBSAUNY OY) YLIM Paley 
— Snide : eae age TYYY 2u2 YUM parenysy 
vee Le ? ‘ 


ESSrG6 “JIHBO ‘1H IU SseVid 
SOGES XOH*O'd 
“OUT “QNn{D OFPSY snsseuTy O(G Vid 3A 
sWUOA 


Beye 4, ny te 
tt tatet 
Nitesstnaa = ined Waves 
Beret a 
oe a = 
ee pte 
7 = 
a = 
Ss aa 
4 e 
BE vie 
e” 


